REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


A Manual of Surgical Treatment. By W. Watson Cheyne 
and F. F. Burghard. In seven volumes. Lea Brothers & 
Co., Vols. iv, v, and vi. 

The earlier volumes have already been reviewed in the 
Annals of Surgery. Vol. iv discusses the treatment of the 
surgical affections of the joints (including excisions) and the 
spine. Chapters i to ix treat of dislocations, x and xi of sprains 
and wounds. Section II describes the diseases of the joints, giving 
first a general consideration of inflammatory affections, tubercu¬ 
losis, syphilis, nervous affections, rheumatoid arthritis, loose 
bodies, and ankylosis. Then follows a series of chapters on the 
affections of the individual joints. The last five chapters take up 
the consideration of the surgical affections of the spine. 

This volume is full of the soundest writing, and will undoubt¬ 
edly prove of the greatest value to the class of practitioners for 
whose use this work is destined. A particularly admirable fea¬ 
ture is the very exhaustive description of the technical minutiae 
of various plans of treatment, the reader being told not only 
what to do, but also just how to do it. 

In the section on the spine, some parts do not seem to be so 
finished as the earlier chapters of this volume. The pathology of 
spina bifida is poorly and meagrely expounded. Haematomyelia 
is also imperfectly described, especially its symptomatology. 

In Vol. v, the surgical affections of the head and face are 
presented. The first seven chapters describe the affections of the 
scalp and skull. Fractures and their sequelae are passed over 
rather hurriedly, and we note a very imperfect description of th 
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mechanism of fracture of the base. The methods for localizing 
the middle meningeal branches should receive fuller considera¬ 
tion. 

The seven chapters on the face are not particularly attrac¬ 
tive, and many of the descriptions of operative measures suffer 
from the imperfect illustrations characteristic of the entire work. 

The affections of the jaws take five chapters. The second half 
of this volume, written by H. Lambert Lach, treats of the intrinsic 
diseases of the nose, ear, and larynx, and is most valuable, espe¬ 
cially the sections on suppuration of the accessory sinuses and the 
treatment of mastoiditis. 

Vol. vi is devoted to the surgical affections of the tongue and 
floor of the mouth, the pharynx, oesophagus, and neck, the surgical 
affections of the abdomen. This is a most interesting volume. In 
the first portion, among many other valuable features, may be 
mentioned the section on malignant disease of the tongue, an 
admirable and thorough piece of work. Another particularly 
satisfying item is the section on tubercular glands of the neck, 
and the operative technique for their relief. 

The pathology of the thyroid gland is insufficiently demon¬ 
strated, but the treatment is very well described. In the second 
part a chapter is assigned to the affections of the abdominal wall 
and four to the stomach. Some minor objections must neces¬ 
sarily be in order, such as the recommendation for suturing the 
abdominal wall with non-removable and non-absorbable suture 
material. Also to lengthy descriptions of now obsolete methods 
of gastrostomy. As a whole, the subject is admirably treated, 
especially the operative technique. The succeeding chapters on 
the affections of the intestine are not so thoroughly or systematic¬ 
ally written. This criticism applies particularly to the subject of 
intestinal obstruction, which is weak in symptomatology, especially 
of the individual forms. 

The section on appendicitis is on the whole satisfactory. 
There is some tendency to hang back, so to speak, as one may 
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judge. “ The debatable (sic) question at the present time is 
whether the appendix should be removed” (referring to the local¬ 
ized abscess). The answer is, “ In our opinion this is inadvisable, 
except possibly when the appendix hangs into the abscess cavity.” 

In the chapter on peritonitis comes a long delayed recom¬ 
mendation of rubber gloves. “ A point in these operations, to 
which we attach importance, is that in our opinion the surgeon 
ought to wear india-rubber gloves. We do not advocate them 
as a general rule; but we certainly think that the operator ought 
to wear them in this operation, not so much for his own sake as 
for that of the patients upon whom they may have to operate sub¬ 
sequently.” 

Hernia is treated in some thirty pages, a small proportion in 
a seven volume work. The authors make some rather remarkable 
distinctions in their choice of operations for inguinal hernia. “ In 
young children with quite strong muscles we do not interfere with 
the deeper muscles at all; in adults with small hernias and fairly 
strong muscles, we generally employ Macewen’s method; whereas, 
in older people, or when the canal is widely dilated and the mus¬ 
cles feeble, we prefer Bassini’s operation.” 

Charles Langdon Gibson. 

The Diagnosis of Surgical Diseases. By Dr. E. Albert, late 
Director and Professor of the First Surgical Clinic at the 
University of Vienna. Translation by Robert T. Frank, 
A.M., M.D., with fifty-three illustrations. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co., 1902. 

The oft-uttered opprobrium that the modern surgeon is not 
as skilled in diagnostics as his medical confrere would seem to 
find its justification in the comparatively few works devoted to 
surgical diagnosis exclusively, whereas many such on rmdi al 
diagnosis are extant. The appearance, therefore, of this book 
we trust marks a turning-point that may stem the tide of a flood 



